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ME!CXOJ?OLoGICAL (AND OTPTR) DATA 

Meteoro logi~ts  have a g r e a t  deal t o  do ,  i n  one Fay or another,  with statie- 

Therefore they have especial ly  favorable opportunities t o  observe the astound- t i c e .  

ing, incredible  extent  t o  which the  vorB. lldatatl i s  misused by the American people. 

Theore t i c a l l y ,  everybody who has had. a common-school education knoys t h a t  t h i s  vpord 

i s  the  P l u r a l  of Actually, the bel ief  tha t  it i e  a singular is entertained 

by the vast  majority of American univers i ty  graduates - if  one may judge from t h e i r  

l e t t e r s ,  publications and o r a l  utterances.  (The o r a l  remarks frequently embody the 

addi t ional  blunder o f  making the f i r s t  sy l lab le  o f  the word rhyrne with l lba t . t t )  

Among tho persons p'ho T r i t e  f o r  Feather d a t a  t o  a c e r t a i n  celebrated re- 

pository o f  such information i n  Vashington a r e  ruing profeeeional educators, includinf 

servat ive estimate t h a t  nine-tenths of their  l e t t e r s  contain Euch sentences as the  

f ollovring: 

I 1  !'I mint thS8 data  f o r  a study I am &$ng on the  climate of . . . . 
have not much data t o  use i n  my clasees." 

"1s there  any data on the temperature o f  ChinaPIl 

Confusion i6 worse confounded in BUCh a gem a@ the following: 

'IMuch valuable data  have 'been collected.11 

!be uee of Itdatal* as both singular and plura l  i n  the same sentelice is not 

at a l l  uylcomon i n  l e t t e r s  and publications emanating from ostensibly mell-educated 

Americans 1 
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