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Raindrops t h a t  f e l l  mill ions of years ago nave l e f t  t h e i r  impressions i n  

the rocks. This has happened where the ra in  f e l l  on a muddy surface, a f t e r  vhich 

sand o r  some other  l i g h t  mater ia l  d r i f t e d  over it and f i l l e d  up the l i t t l e  p i t s  

made by the drops. Final ly  both tho m u d  and the overlying m a t e r i a  hardened into 

rock ,  and today ne f i n d  " f o s s i l  rain-drops,If wnich in  some cases a r e  the or ig ina l  

p i t s  and in  others a r e  the  casts of the material  with which they were f i l l e d .  !the 

shapes of these Itrain-prints11 sometimes show c l e a r l y  the d i rec t ion  f r o m  nhich the 

mind was blowing at the time of the preh is tor ic  rainstorm. 

These f o s s i l s  give soae slight indication of the r e l a t i v e  raininess  of 

d i f fe ren t  regions i n  the  remote past ,  and of one geological .epoch as compared with 

another. 

Anotfner sort of rain record is f o m d  iq the  annual r ings of o l d  t rees ,  

as revealed in cross sect ions of tkeir trunlcs. T'ick rings are supposed t o  have 

been formed during periods of abimds.nt rainfall and th in  rings when the rainfall was 

def ic ien t ,  but  as other thin@ besides ra in  probably helped determine the thickness 

of the rings, there is  Borne doubt about how far t'nis kind of record can be trusted. 

Sections Of f o s s i l  t rees ,  as w e l l  a8 of t r e e s  that were l i v i n g  at  the time they nerd 

C u t  down, have been examined f o r  indications of varying weather and climate in Past 

ages 
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