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The reader of c lass ica l  poetry is l ikely t o  gather the impression that  tho 

superst i t ious interpretation of weather was unjvereal among the ancient Greeks and 

Romans. The fac t  is, however, that mang of the ancients, including most of the 

philosophers, rejected the popular myths on t h i s  subject. 

ning, which the masses a t t r ibu ted  t o  the caprice of ZOUS o r  Jupi ter ,  word discussed 

by the philosophically-minded as purely natural  phenomena, and though the explana- 

t ions they offered f o r  these things would hardly pass muster in a modern work on 

metegrology, they were at  l e a s t  non-sxperstitious. 

Thus thunder and light- 

Prof. E. S. McCartney, of the University of Michigan, vr i t ing  &out the 

meteorological notions of antiquity,  quotes Ovid as declaring prayers f o r  rain to  be 

useless.  

steersman who did not k n o w  his business had no r ight  t o  exgect the gods t o  save his 

ship in response to  prayer. 

Cyrus the Elder, according t o  Xenophon, expressed the opinion that a 

flAfter a thunderbolt had. f a l l en  into a camp of Per ic les ,"  s a y s  Prof. 

McCartney, "and u t t e r l y  t e r r i f i e d  h i s  soldiers,  he took stones and struck a spark 

from them, explaining that b o l t s  were generated in the name way by the clashing of 

ch.&. Manilius asser ted with confidence tha t  reason o r  science had taken &pray froi8 

Jupi te r  the thunderbolt and the power of tlmndering. This idea, however, never 

reached the masses, and when Jupi ter  died i n  the conf l ic t  T i th  Christianity,  the 

People merely transferred the bol t .  

s t i l l  t a n  ac t  of God.lrt 

The s t r ik ing  of a building by lightning is  
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