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Several invest igators  have measured the s izes  of raindrops. One I T S ~  of 

doing t h i s  i s  to l e t  the drops f a l l  on a shaet of b l o t t i n g  paper o r  f i l t e r  paper, 

I t  has baen found %r experiment that there  i s  a d e f i n i t e  re la t ion  betwean the s i z s  

of a drop and the a rea  of the wet patch i t  makes on such paper. In  order t o  sacure 

a permanant record, which can bo measured at leisure, tha surfaco of the paper is 

duated with a dye-stuff, such as oosin, mixod with talcum povdor. 

h o t h e r  plan is to let the drops f o r a  casts of themselves by f a l l i n g  i n t o  

a shallow layer of f l o u r  o r  some similar material .  

drops, produced f o r  the purpose and l e t  fall from various heights,  shov t h a t  the 

Bperirnents made v i t h  measured 

casts thus formed correspond very closely to the sixe of the drops. 

raindrops mere measured i n  t h i s  vay by the late ;Vilson A. Jent ley,  of Jericho, 

Thousands of 

Vermont, tvell-’knovn f o r  h i s  microphotograplm of sno-v crystals .  

Bentley found tha t  drops of  very d i f fe ren t  dimensions fall  at one time. 

The commonest s i z e s  he recorded am from one-tnirt ieth t o  one-eighth of an inch in 

diameter. 

drops were too s m a l l  t o  fonn  cas t s  and were estimated t o  b e  leas than a hundredth 

of an inch in diameter. 

Some drops had a diameter of a quarter and. even a th i rd  of an inch. &my 

( A l l  rights reserved by Scienoe Service, Inc.) 

scrmc3 S.!3RVIC.G 
21st  and Constitution Ave. 

lashington, D. C. 


