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- JHY 11FOF3CASTS 

lhy are  weather predictions generally cal led tff'oorecaststt? Here is the 

reason: 

%e father of s c i e n t i f i c  Feather predictions in  Great Br i ta in  vas Admiral 

Robert FitzRoy, and the first public announcements of  th io  character w r e  issued i n  

1861. from the Xeteorological Department of the Board of Trade, which vas &der n i s  

direction- Teather prognostications had previously been almost the exclusive pro- 

duct of quacks and charlatans. For a dignified government off i ce  t o  embark upon 

the business of issuing them seemed, t o  many educated people, qui te  on a par v i th  

charging the Astronomer Royal v i th  the task of cast ing horoscopes. 

There is  much v i r tue  i n  a name. A f eTo years ;YTO the United Sta tes  

Bureau of Fisher ies  overcame the prejudice of the American peoole to dogfish as an 

item of d i e t  by changing i t s  name to llgrayfishlt. Similarly, FitzRoy induced the 

B r i t i s h  public t o  take h i s  neather predictions seriously by ca l l ing  them Ilforecastst'. 

The cord vas not nev, but i t  did n o t  have the objectionable connotations of the 

Words Itprophecy 11 and I1p rognos t i cat  ion 11. 

me dic t ionar ies  t e l l  us t o  accent Irforecasttl on the seoond syllable &en 

i t  i s  used as a verb. This inJunotion is, homever, qui te  generally ignored by 

meteorologists on both sidee of the Atlantic.  
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