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YUKON SUMMERS

The climate of Dawson, the capital of the Yukon Territory, furniches a
fine example of a "continental” range of texperature; the bitter cold of winter being
offset by occasional spells of genuine hot weather in summer. To be specific, the
mercury at the official veather station has fallen to 68 degreeg below zero in the
one season and has risen to 95 above zero in the other. Some enthusiestic descrip-
tions of Dawson's summers are quoted by C.T. Koeppe in hie recent bock "The Canadi-
an Climate." Thus F.A. McDiarmid writes:

"The months of May, June, July and August and part of September are the
finest we meet in any part of Canada. The sun shines for a large part of the 24
hours. It is true that ice is found only a short distance belor the surface of the
ground, yet the traveder is perfectly ignorant of such a circumstance unless it is
pointed out to him. The thermometer often registers 85 degrees Fahrenheit during
the day and the evenings are cool for sleeping. Vegetation is very rapid; the
abundant sunlight hurries things along. The heat from above combined with the
moisture from below causes rapid growth, and consequently Dawson can boast of let-
tuce, celery, 5eets, carrote, cabbages and cauliflower that are unexcelled. As we
g0 along the streets most brilliant flower gardens meet us on every hand."
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