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' LIOEImTNG "SUPB.Sz'x 'PIsXS, 

Of weather supersit ions the name i s  legion. One that  seems t o  be ra ther  

unfamiliar nowadaya, though it has survived from t h e  folklore of the ancient Greeks, 

is the belief tha t  f i r e  of any F o r t  a t t r a c t s  lightning. Ma& Twain introduces t h i s  

not ion  i n  his t a l e  en t i t l ed  I'bbrs.. McWilliams and the Lightning.lI men  her  husband 

diflregards the t rad i t iona l  precautions against invi t ing the thunderbolt h i s  wife's 

temper breaks for th:  

IlWhat &re you doing? Lighting a match at such a time as this1 Are you 

IlHang i t ,  woman, where's the harm? &e place i s  as dark as the inside of 

an i n f ide l ,  and - - l o  

"Put i t  out! Put it out instantly! Are you determined t o  sacr i f ice  u8 

(Fztj- crashl a l l ?  

boom -- boloom -- boom -- booml) 

done. 

YOU know there is nothing a t t r a c t s  lightning l i ke  a l ight ."  

IlOh, j u s t  hear it! Now you me what you U v e  

Another out-of-the-way notion about lightning i s  recorded i n  a recent 

novel, "Black April , I t  by Mrs. J u l i a  Peterkin, i n  the following passage: 

"A crowd of people were around the burning t ree  and others were coming. 

A l l  aere  talking excitedly. God must have h i e  eye on April t o  aim a thunderbolt so 

close to  h i s  house. He had a narrov escape. H i s  house might catch f i r e  ye t ,  f o r  

Pieces of burning limbs were f a l l i ng ,  and water could not put out f i r e  Rtarted by 

1 ightn ing . 
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