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-- EARLY CLOUD CUSSIFICATIONS 

No c l a s s i f i ca t ione  of the  clouds are found in  the worke of the Greek o r  

Roman philosophers, but several  systems of c l a s s i f i ca t ion  appear t o  have been employ- 

ed in  or ien ta l  lands at a very ear ly  period. A Japanese meteorologist, Dr. mji- 
whara, t e l l s  us that i n  his country “there  existed eystematized knowledge of clouds 

in  ancient ages, which vas  nearly l o s t  under the flood of useful knowledge of o C C i -  

dental  science i n  the Meiji era.” 

In India ,  where r a i n f a l l  was formerly a life-and-death matter t o  a g rea t  

par t  Qf the  population, clouds have always been o f  absorbing in t e re s t  as rain- 

bringers, and hence carefu l  a t ten t ion  vae given to  them by the ancient Hindu 8cholr” 

am. 

supposed t o  have flourished Borne time betmen 1500 and 1000 B.C. , mantfons twelve 

va r i e t i e s  of clowbknown t o  the author. A more remarkable enumeration occurs i n  a 

Hindu Fork of the  ‘fourth century B.C., which says: Illkree are the clouds that con- 

A Sanskrit  manuscript preserved at Bombay, wri t ten by one Angiras, who i s  

tinuously rain for seven days: eighty a r e  they tha t  pour minute drops; and s ix ty  are \ 

they tha t  appear i n  the sunshine.” No modern student of clouds has yet ventured t o  

carry the subdivision of these objects qu i te  8 0  far .  
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