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The " l a w  of storrns1l i s  the term applied t o  the  pr inciple  t h a t  t rop ica l  

hurricanes and the widespread storas o f  other l a t i t u d e s  have both a progreesive and 

a qua8i-rotary motion, the minds turning counter-clocbiee i n  the northern hernispher~ 

and clockwise in  the southern. It i s  a l s o  applied t o  the body of ru les  f o r  the safe 

navigation o f  ships encountering such storms. The knowledge of t h i s  lam, which be- 

came general  among sailors i n  the middle of the last century,  ha6 saveda great number 

of veseels  from destruction, It8 value is  indicated by the following episode, re- 

corded i n  a recent B r i t i s h  publication: 

"Upon the 16th of September, 1782, one of t h e  grea tes t  marine d isas te rs  on 

record occurred as the  resul t  of a storm. 

ships,  amounting t o  ninety-three sail ,  i n  about lat. 42 degrees N.,  long. 48 degress 

A large convoy of naval and merchant 

V I . ,  encountored a storm, which incrt.ased mpidly from the  east-southeast- 

f u l l y  prepared f o r  bad weathor, hove t o ,  but unfortunately on the starboard twk, 

The f l e e t ,  

rhich was the wrong one, f o r  ear ly  the next day a l l  the  ships  mere caught aback by 

a Bhift o f  r i n d  of t e r r i f i c  violence t o  north-northvest. Five of the Six naval ehipe 

and a large proportion of the merchantmon Fore l o s t .  

men Perished - and a l l  d i r e c t l y  on account of lack of knorledge regarding 'storm 

Upmrds of threo thousand sea- 
* 

sailingot These and similar catafitrophee of the period on a smaller s c a l e  g o  t o  shop: 

hm v i t a l l y  necessary it was f o r  a l a m  of storms t o  be ev01ved, i n  o r d p r  t h a t  lives 

and property at sea might be reasonably safe-guarded. 
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