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'Phe belief  tha t  l ightning sometino6 irnprePseE photographic images on the 

human skin i s  one of those f a l l a c i e s  t ha t  no amount of "exploding" suff ices  t o  k i l l .  

Hardly a year passes i n  which cases of this alleged phenomenon a r e  not reported i n  

the nevspapers. The images are usually said t o  be those of t rees;  sometimes Of 

leaves, 

%e t r u t h  underlying these tales 18 that  ramifying pink marks.;. bearing 

some resemblance t o  t r e e s  or  t o  the venation of  leaves, are often found on the bodies 

of those Who have been struck by l ightning,  with o r  without  fatal resul ts .  These 

marks are ca l l ed  "lightning printe.lt 

mey a re  i n  no senee photographs, but merely the leeiona due t o  the  passage through 

the t i s sues  of a branching e l e c t r i c a l  discharge. D e  heat generated by such a dis-  

charge against  res is tance accounts f o r  the a l t e ra t ion  o f  the t iesues ,  as in  the case 

of other e l e c t r i c a l  injurieP. 

They generally fade out of s ight  in a few days. 

The correct  exphnat ion o f  l ightning p r in t s  vas first given by Rindfleisch 

in 1862. 
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