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-- DEATd AllD STORMS 

l e a t h e r  f o l k l o r e  includea several  curioue supers t i t ions  associating the 

death of human beings with s t o w  manifeqtations of the elernenta. lPne saying t h a t  

Where w i l l  alvqvs be a storm a t e r  the death of an o l d  waiantl is recorded in  the 

Journal of American Folklore. I n  J r i t t a n y  the peasants believe t h a t  the death of a 

u8urer o r  a r ich ;?ereon vho has  been harsh toward the poor i f 3  always follomed by a 

v io len t  thunderstorm. 

There is an Biglish supers t i t ion  that a high nind betokens the appmaching 

death of some distinguished person. This idea i s  embodied in the  following quota- 

t ion from Pepyst Diary: 

W k e d  with a vezy high mind, and said t o  my nife ,  '1 pray God I hear n o t  

of the death of great person, this mind is 80 high11 fear ing  that  the Qusene 

might be dead." 

An o l d  number of the Gentlemants Uagazine s a y s :  

IrA supers t i t ion  preva i l s  among the lower c lasses  of many p a r t s  of *.?orces- 

t e r s h i r e  t h a t  wnen storms, heavy ra ins  o r  other  elemental s t r i f e s  take place at the 

death of a great man the s p i r i t  of the storm w i l l  not be appeased till the moment of 

burial-  This supers t i t ion  gained great s t rength on the occasion of the Duke of 

mellf%tonr8 funeral ,  when, a f t e r  some weeks of heavy rain and one of the highest  

f loods ever knom i n  &gland, the skies began to c l e a r  and both rain and flood 

abated. I t  was a common observation i n  tSe week before the interment of h i s  grace, 

'Oh, the ra in wontt give over t i l l  the duke is buried.lff  
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