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THFUGES FROM HOT WEATHER

Artificially cooled refuges from hot weather were slow in coming, but they
are now multiplying 2§:§:. Upwards of 400 motion picture theaters in the United
States and Canada have been equipped with cooling plants and many buildings of other
kinde possess similar equipment. In a majority of cases cooling is affected by the
use of compressing machinery, but in some buildings the air {s cooled by means of
artesian well water or by water cooled with manufactured ice.

At first most buildings were kept too cold. A writer in one of the cur-
rent technical journals says on this subject:

"The prevailing tendency has been to cool most theaters. far in excess of
the best practice from the standpoint of both comfort and heatth. !'Twenty Degrees
Cooler Inside This Theater' was the slogan by which the management sought to at-
tract patronage. Passersby were greeted with g blast of delighifully ¢hilled air
pohring f;om the main doors and this undeniably had a favorable advertising effect,
Once inside, however, patrons frequently became uncomfortably cool, and when the
shov was over and they returned to the street the outside air was llke the breath
of e blast-furnace; the individual who had sought relief from the heat now felt it
to a greater degree than before. Present practice has modified the cooling of
theaters to a 10 or 12 degree differential." This change conduces not only to the

confort of the gudience but also to the economical operation of the cooling plant.
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