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VOLCiiNIC DUST CLOUDS 

Recent speculations concerning the probable d r i f t  of the volcanic dust 

spouted up by several  volcanoes in  the Andes last Apr3.l make i t  timely t o  r e c a l l  

what happened a f t e r  the tremendous eruption of Hralcatoa, in the Dutch East Indies,  

August 26-27, 1883. Dust in that  case appoare t o  'nave been epread abroad by the 

winds at a height  of between 30 And 40 ntiles above the ear th  u n t i l ,  within a few 

weeks, a th in  v e i l  of i t  had enveloped the g r e a t e r  part of the globe. 

u a l l y  s e t t l e d  t o  the ear th  in  the course of about three yeam,  meanwhile causing a 

The dust grad- 

var ie ty  of opt ical  e f f e c t s  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  universal a t ten t ion  -- l u r i d  sk ies ,  gorge- 

ous sunset glows, prolonged twi l igh ts ,  green and blue suns,  s i l v e r y  clouds shining 

through the summer n ights  and a broad c i r c u l a r  band around the sun known as "BiPhop:F 

ring. I' 

"&ese phenomenct,Il wr i tes  Dr, C.E.P. Brooks, '!spread over the World in FL 

mor@ or l e s s  orderly manner, obviously following the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the dust by the 

upper currents  of the atmosphere. 

shoved themselves, 

Immediately a f t e r  the eruption two main currents  

One s e r i e s  of op t ica l  phenomena traveled toward the north-north- 

east ,  reaching Japan by August 29 or  30, the calculated epeed being 39 miles an hour. 

The other and vas t ly  g r e a t e r  s e r i e s  o f  phenomena traveled d i r e c t l y  westrrard near the 

equator. The f i r s t  appearance of the blue suns, haze and euneet glows traveled at  a 

epeed of 81 t o  84 miles an hour, but the main body of the haze, causing the met 
conepicurns phenomena, had a spsed of only 72 t o  76 miles an  hour. 
Atlant ic  was reached about the end of August and the sky glom3 continued until 
Septomber 5 ,  a f t e r  which there was an  in te rva l  of nearly ten days before they recom- 
menced. 
during the in te rva l  i t  traveled completely around the globe before again reaching 
the t:quatoriai Atlantic.ll 

The equatorial  

Evidently the main body of volcanic ash had papsed over by tho 5th,  and 
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