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Rp.11iBow POIJIXLORE 

I n  d i f fe ren t  parts of southern Europe the rainbow is known as the Itarch of 

at. Martin," the llcrown of S t .  Ilernard,ff the 'Ibrid.ge of the Holy S p i r i t , "  the 

"girdle of Gad," and the l ike ,  vrhile, ,in contrast  t o  these pious appellations,  the 

Bretons c a l l  i t  the ffbarrel stave') and the Itold bachelor 's  garters,ll In Sanskrit it 

i s  known as the %ow of Indra," the Annamites c a l l  i t  the " l i t t l e  window i n  the sky,11 

and the Kabylcs of northern Africa the %ride, of the rain." 

Of the many superst i t ions connected with the rainbow none is more widely 

met with among primitive races and classee than the belief  that  i t  sucks up water 

from the earth. In  accordance with this be l ie f  i t  is  generally supposed t o  be a 

serpent o r  dragon, which sl&es its thirst, at the lakes and streams. Among the 

Slovaks a man who Imbibes too  freely is  sa id  t o  rfdrink like a rainbow.1f The Indians 

of the southwestern United States ,  who suffer much from drought, hold the rhlnbow in 

abhorrence because i t  lldrinks the rain,  n and represent i t  under various serpent-like 

f oms. 

Local t rad i t ion  ascr ibes  s t i l l  o ther  misdeeds to this harmless product of 

the sunbeams. 

the inmates of a house over which i t  forms. 

who walks under i t  will be changed t o  a woman, and a woman t o  a man. 

the walk in question would be as miraculoue as the alleged consequences.) 

at a rainbow i s  said t o  bring d i m  resu l t s ;  your f inger  mill be  cut off, o r  you n i l 1  

b e  struck by lightning. 

rhylaes and charma f o r  driving the bov away. 

I t  is said t o  bl ight  crops that it touches and to br ing bad luck to  

Acoording to  one strange notion, a man 

(Incidentally,  

Pointing 

In  many Buropean countries the children have various 
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