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mile the symbols used by astronomers So denote the planets and t h e i r  

configurations, the signs of the zodiac, etc., a re  tolerably fami l ia r  t o  the world 

at large,  those used by meteorologists are much l e s s  widely known. 

b e  earliest symbols f o r  representing states of the weather, such as rain,  

snow, l ightning and the l ike,  are probably those found in European rural almanacs 

of several  centuries ago. 

people who could not i.ead6 

appears in a work by Musschenbroek, published i n  1729. 

They were devised f o r  furnishing weather predictions t o  

A set  of symbols used i n  keeping weather observations 

SeverU other  col lect ions of 

meather synibols mer0 introduced during the eight.eenth century; Borne nere vesy el&- 

borate.  For example, J. I,. Boekmann, of Karlsruhe, Germany, devised a s e t  o f  one 

hundred symbols, of which twenty-one were f o r  recording d i f fe ren t  kinds o f  li&htnings 

%e f i rs t  s e t  of symbols axtensively used f o r  recording the weather was 

tha t  dram up by the internat ional  orgwizat ion h o r n  as the Meteorological Society 

of the Palat inate;  two of whose observers kept recozds in  America before the Revolu- 

tionary Tar. 

A s e t  of meteoz-ological symbols now used throughout the world was adopted 

by the congress of meteorologists held in Vienna i n  1873. A few additions have beer 

made since that date. Besides.theso internat ional  symbols, a great  many symbols are  

used in the Tccords and publications of pa r t i cu la r  countriss.  In the aggregste tl .q 

a7.im3er several  hundred. 
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