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_c TKE BI.GGEST SCIBITIPIC JOB 

I n  t h e  number of people requi red  t o  c a r r y  it on a n d  the  t o t a l  mount  of 

time consumed, t h e  observing and recording of weather is probably the  biggest  of all 

EC i e n t  if i c  under takings 

A t  t he  beginning of the present  cen tu ry  it vas es t ima ted  that there  were 

31,000 meteoro logica l  s t a t i o n s  i n  operat ion throughout t he  world. The present  num- 

ber  i s  doubt less  much g r e a t e r .  A t  some o f  thseo  stations observa t ions  have been 

taken r e g u l a r l y  - once, twice or  t h r e e  tiaes a day, and. even o f t ene r  i n  a fern case8 - 
f o r  100 t o  150 years .  I n  round numbers one mey say t h a t ,  during the  pas t  few \' 

- .. ' . .- . 
decades, uieteorological  observat ions have beeu m a d e ,  t he  world over,  at the r a t e  of 

ten  m i l l i o n  a yea r ,  and the  t o t a l  number, s ince  t h o  keeping of regular weather 

records  began, runs far up i&o t h e  hundreds o f  ffi i l i ions.  

A r e l a t i v e l y  m a l l  proport ion of t h e  venther  observat ions made throughout 

the wor ld  are repor ted  t o  c e n t r a l  i n e t i t u t i o n e  by t e legraph  o r  r a d i o  and u t i l i z e d  i n  

the  prepara t ion  of  dally weather mape and forecasts. %e bulk o f  them are assembled 
0 

i n  a more leisurely way and serve  SEI the raw material f o r  c l i m a t i c  s t a t i s t i c e .  'sa: 1 .I 

Indeed the compiling of such statist ics began long before  any of the  t e l eg raph ic  

Fea ther  s e rv i ce8  of today aere es t ab l i shed .  
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