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A, QUAINT GTJID3 TO '8TATHFZi PREDICT= 

In a l l  l i t e r a t u r e  no other work r e l a t i n g  t o  the weather has had. 80 wide a 

c i rcu la t ion  a5 the one known, i n  i ts  or ig ina l  Serman form, as llBauorn-Prukt%,'' and. 

i n  i t s  Xnglish versions as 'IThe Eusbandmants Practice.Il 

It first appeared in Germany i n  1508 and vas soon translated. into the win-  

c i p a l  tongues of Europe. 

than f o r t y  ed i t ions  have been published i n  Wedish, and it rernaine t o  t h i s  day a 

In German alone it has gone throwh s ix ty  edi t ions.  More 

favor i te  among the Swedish peasantry. 

1642, and it w a s  frequently republished, both separately and in coffibination with 

lhc  first 3nglish t rans la t ion  appeared about 

other popular books; e s p e c b l l y  the  %~ok of T!noP'l~~dgcII and tho Shepherd's Prognost i- 

cat ion for the  Weather. 

This quaint mork olnboCies P, very ancient supers t i t ion ,  according t o  which 

the Feather of the t r e l v e  months bf the year may br? prodictod froa that prevail ing 

on the  eo-called I'tvelve nights ,"  o r  l l taolvs  dwys.Il 

superet i t ion these twelve nights  o r  dnys vere counted from the beginning of tho year, 

but after Chr is t ian i ty  gained i ts  ascendency they mkre reckoned froin Christmas. 

In  tho e a r l i e s t  form of the  

%e 

s m c  work ascr ibes  a prognostic s ign i f ica t ion  t o  the day of the we& on which Christ- 

'.;c-.s falls. 

Besides these prognostics re la t ing  t o  t h e  Christmas season, the ear ly  

(7 itiozs contain a few other  rules f o r  predicting the weather. In  l a t e r  t h e a  tlio 

7 ; ~ r k  wae gradually expandod by the  addi t ion of other more o r  l a s e  f a n t a s t i c  in form-  

t i o n  supposed t o  bo of v d u e  t o  t h e  rural comunity. 
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