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- NOmACK ' S  YI-UYRR E&&JT 

Toward the cloee of the nineteonth c m t i i i - y  R plant of the pea f m i l y ,  

known botanical ly  as Abrus precator ius ,  acqafred a p o a t  2m1 of notor ie ty  in Europe 

as a "weather p1ant.I' The specics i n  question is somotirnoe cal led the 'Ipatarnoster 

Pea," on accmt of tho use of i t s  poisonous seeds i n  malcing roear ies .  

An Austrian named Nawack claimed t o  be able  t o  predict  from the varying 

Positions assumed by t h e  leaves and branches of t h i s  plant n var ie ty  of mundane 

events, including not only storms and weather changes, but a l s o  eerthquakes and the 

occurrence of firedamp i n  coal mines. As he could not monopolize h i s  method of 

Prediction by patenting the plant, he patented a spec ia l  case f o r  holding it. He 

took h i e  vegetable wonder t o  London, where he succeeded in  in te res t ing  the Prince of 

Kales, through whom he Becured n l o t t c r  o f  introduction t o  the a u t h o r i t i e s  of Kern 

Gardens. He and his plant recoivsd a considerable mount of sorious a t ten t ion  from 

the  public and the nenapapers until the absurdity of h i s  claims was exposed in a Hew 

Bullet  in. 

Some of Nowackls f r iends  claimed t h a t  it  V'RE the wretched English veather 

that had cawed tho plant t o  prophcsy otlrong?y! NOVRC~ ie said t o  have sacr i f  ied a 

fortune i n  his e f f o r t s  to g e t  h i s  f an ta s t i c  n o t i o m  accepted by the world at largo. 
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