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AUNIIDITY Fo?S:ST BIRiiS 

The word llhuinidityl~ is familiar to the man in tlie s t r e e t  as the name of 

something tha t  adds t o  weather discomforts ia the dog days. ItItls not the heat,  

but  the humidityll i s  the c l a s s i c  explanation of sensations a l l  too common during 

our North Arne>-ican sumaers. To logpers  a v d  luinbeiinen tha Ford has, in recent 

years, bacomo equally fami l ia r  i n  motlier cawiaction. 

S t r ik ing  re l s t ions  have bee2 found to G x i a t  betveen cor ta in  types of 

weather and the provalancz of f o r e s t  f i r a s .  Sonno s t a t o s  of t h s  atmosphere arc? con- 

aucive to fires; othors cnitcit o r  p rment  them. In both c a s m  tho weather oloment 

that  plays the leading p a r t  i s  humidity. Eigb. humidity is a safeguard against  f o r e s t  

f i r e s .   LO:^ humidity i s  the worst f i r e  hazard of the f o r s s t .  

These remarks r e f e r  to what is  technically called "re la t ive  hu;niditytf; 

fieaxling the r a t i o  between the amou2t o f  i n v i s i b l e  water vapor present i n  the a i r  and 

tile g r e a t e s t  amount tha t  can be present at the prevail ing temperature. This ra t io  

i s  axpressed i n  percentage. 

Measuring the r e l a t i v e  humidity of the air  as a t e s t  of the f i r e  nazurd i s  

rapidly becozning a routine prac t ice  among woodsinen in the United States  and Camda. 

The lumberjacks, many of vhom had not m a n  heard of tnis neather element a few ycatrra 

ago, non t a l k  about i t  a8 g l i b l y  as they do about totc-roads, skidways and stumpage. 

They not  only talk about i t  but  the2 match with eap;or i n t e r a s t  the instmments t h a t  

record it. In  many lo&iig camps II pool i s  made up w a r y  day on the minimuu re la t ivo  
humidity, as pools w e  mado UP aboard ship on the 8ciyls wn, and the men l a t  dinner 
mit while they consult tho i n s t w o n t  tna t  tolls thail whether thsy n i l 1  bo  psmittec;  
t o  smoke in the afternoon. 
i s  prohibited. 

:?hen the IclwaidiQ, fa l l s  belov a cer ta in  point,  smoking 
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