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Tie e a r l i e s t  weather vane of which-ire have any curtain knoclodgo vas that 

m i c h  surmounted the Tonor of the Winds, a t  Athens, b u i l t  about a century b;foi.o tho 

Gir is t ian  era. I t  consisted of a brazen Triton, h o l d i q ;  in ais hand a nard. Ex 

eight winds recognized. by the IrtiiCniRns at tmt period roro roprosantod by a s m i c s  

of symbolical figures running around t h c !  uppar p a r t  of th2 tover, and the onn of 

these toward which the wand pointed shot7ed rsiich r i n d  vas blowing at the tine. 

M. Terentius Varro, the erudi te  Roman, rho died in  B.C. 23, had on h i s  farm a 'vane 

that  could be read indoors by means of a d i a l .  Undou'stedly the elaborate vanes ve 

have just mentioned had cruder predecessors i n  e a r l i e r  times, of vhich no record 

has  been preserved. 

The lneather vane i n  the shape of a cock appeared in  &rope a t  l e a s t  as 

ear ly  as t'ne ninth century of our era ,  and soon a f temasd  became universal  on cliurch 

steeples .  

banner-shaped vane was reserved f o r  the use of the nobi l i ty .  

One such vane i s  shomi iii tile 3ayeux Tapestry. I n  mediaeval Frame the 

Such vanes x r o  COP 

\ 

mc!nljr adorned mith t h e i r  omerst coats-of-arms. 

Gradually neathsr vanes assumed R groat var ioty of shapes; symbolic:d, 

acraldic ,  ornamental and fan tas t ic .  S t .  Gaudonat IIDiana, 1' Yhich disappearad f rom 

the New York sky-line when Madison Square Garden was torn down, was inspire4 by the 

~ ~ G i r a l d i l l o , ~ ~  an h e n s e  bronze f igure  of Fai th ,  which c r o n s  tlie sumit of the 
Giralda of Sevi l le .  

tirhich tend to hold the vane steady to "he v;l??id. 
m l t l ?  a s ingle  small lfstream-linedtl taii-blads. 
a conical sleeve of canvas through 7,vhich the  -.sind f lonu.  

The tai1.s of s c i e n t i f i c  vmea  a r e  zlsualllr made v i t h  two diverging b l a h s ,  

The f a v o r i t 3  vane among avia tors  is 
k very r e c m t  improvement is a vane 
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