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STORM--SAILING RULES . .----- --- 
All b i g  storms encountered by sa i lore  a r e  t ravel ing whirlwinds, i n  which 

the winds a r e  directed s p i r a l l y  around the center  of lorn .barome ter--lfcounter-Clock- 

misea In the northern hemisphere and Wockvisoff  i n  the southern. fiance cer ta in  

ru l e s  f o r  handling ships i n  a storm area  in such a manner as t o  escapo the worst of 

the blow. Nowadays no intelligent navigator doubts the value of t h e w  rules, but 

once many of them did. Thus the skipper i n  Conrad, s tale fITy-phoon, If a f t e r  reading 

the rules  f o r  storm-sailing, becomes %ontsmgtuousl;I angry with such a lot of words 

and with so much advice, all head-work and supposition, If and says to  his chief 

off icer :  

"If a fellow was t o  believe a l l  tha t l s  in theae he would be running most 

of h i s  time a l l  over the sea t rying to  get behind tm woather.11 

A recent B r i t i s h  wr i te r  records the experiences of two vessels caught in 

a t ropical  cyclone in the days when some mariners prof i ted by s t o m s a i l i n g  rules 

while others ignored thorn. The ships  Wenry Tannartt and Vea  ParkIl, both bound f o r  

England, encountered bad neathor t o  the southward of Mauritius on January 13, 1850. 

!?he former mas loaded with sugar, and the l a t t e r  h8d 200 troops aboard. In the l o g  

Of the ftHenry Tannor" no mantion i a  made of a barometer. If one mas aboard, apper- 

.-it17 i t  was not consulted. The master s a i l e d  b l ind ly  in to  the worst of the s tom,  
''.os: a large p a r t  of h i s  cargo, and had to put back t o  Mauritius t o  repa i r  hoavy 
d.7~iagcs t o  the ship. On tho othm hand: 

"The 'Sea Park, I noting a f a l l i n e  barometer '75th nind increaeing fas t  froffi 
the northward, hove t o  on the p o r t  tack u n t i l  tho 15th of January, vhen the ninrl. be- 
lag southwest and decreasing, n i t h  a r i s i n g  barometer, she resumed h e r  voyage t a  
England.11 
meather and observed a few simple rules based on the Iblaw of 

She escaped damage and serious delay because her  caFtain watched the 
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