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Within the p a s t  eight years there hals come i n t o  extensive use in America a 

scale developed by the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers f o r  eX- 

pressing the combined e f f e c t s  of air  temperature, humidity and a i r  movement upon Em- 

man sensations of hea t  and cold. This scale of so-called "effectivw tomporaturostf 

has been mado thc? bas is  of various char t s  o r  diwrams showing how, undar specified 

condftions, the values of the s c a l e  a ro  relatad t o  values of tho three metoorological 

elements &ova mentioned. A fea ture  of such a chart is a ttconsfort zone,lt including 

the e f fec t ive  temperatures that a r e  usually found comfortable, and a ffcomfort l i n e , "  

supposed to  represent the maximum of comfort as determined by atmospheric conditions. 

There has been a good deal of d i s c u s ~ i o n  concerning the accuracy and appli- 

c a b i l i t y  of the effective-temperature sca le  and the l i m i t s  of comfort represented in  

these charts,  and the l a t e s t  &3volopments of the subjdct a rz  s e t  f o r t h  i n  a report 

Presented at the  June, 1932, m a t i n g  of tho society.  This report  includes a chart  

for s t i l l  air, on which the ffcolnfortlt section is l imited t o  r s l a t i v a  humiditias be- 

tween 30 and 70 par cent. This includua a winter comfort zone and l h e  and a s m o r  

comfort zone and l ine.  %he winter comfort l i n e  corresponds t o  an effect ive tempera 

ture  of 66; the summer comfort l i n e  t o  an ef fec t ive  temperature of 71. 

t an ts  of the United S ta tes  only. Application of the minter zone is f u r t h e r  l imited 
t o  room8 heated by cent ra l  s t a t i o n  systems o f  the canvoction type. 
the summer corntort zone is l imited t o  hoses, off ices and the l i k e  where the occupants 
bzcom f u l l y  adapted to the a r t i f i c i a l  a i r  conditions. 
the theaters, department s toros  and tho liko, where the axpoeure is less than throc 

"Both summer and winter comfort zonee,!l s a y s  the report, I'apply to inilabi- 

Application of 

Tho zona does not a p l y  t o  

hours. 
The last sentence i s  explained by the f a c t  that ,  in  an a r t i f i c i a l l y  cooled 

building, people gradually become lfacclimutedtl t o  an effect ive temperature lower than 
i s  found comfortnble h e n  the bui lding is 9 irst entered f r o m  a hot s t r e e t .  
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