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&e l i s t  of p lan ts  popularly supposed t o  furnish indications of coming 

weather f s  a long one. In many cases t h e i r  merits i n  this  respect a r e  en t i r e ly  

w t h i c a l .  This statement appl ies  t o  a l l  prognostications of coming seasons drawn 

from phenomena of the vegetable world. 

that  the thickness of  corn husks i n  the autumn shows whether the fo l lowing  v4nter 

lChere is no t ru th ,  f o r  example, in  the notion 

w i l l  be m i l d  or severe. 

response t o  var ia t ionu i n  moieture, temperature, sunlight and possibly other atmos- 

pheric conditfons, thus serving &a crude meteorological instruments and g i v i n g  some 

slight clue t o  Feather changes a few hours i n  advance. 

nection is on a par w i t h  that of the weather house ( in  which d m l l  Jocky and Jenny) 

and some o f  the other familiar weather toys. 

On the other hand, many plants exhibi t  ce r t a in  movoments i n  

Their value in  t h i s  con- 

Probably the most famous of p l a n t  weather prophets is  the common pimpernel 

(Anagallis arvensis) , a low-growing horb n i t 3  l i t t l e  red o r  occasionally white 

flowers; o r ig ina l ly  European, but nov videly  distributed over North America. It has 

gained the name of t he  ”poor m a t s  watkier glass” because of its alleged habit of 

closing i t s  petals before a &owere 

open when ra in  is falling, while in a l l  kinds of werzther it  is usUally closed in  the 

ear ly  hours of t he  morning and the lattor par t  of the afternoon. 

The pimpernel l a ,  however, often found vide 
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