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TOIWADO INJURIES 

Can you v i s u a l i z e  t h e  ho r ro r s  of a tornado i n  which scores  or  hundreds of 

People a r e  injured? I t  is a s  bad as any b a t t l e f i e l d .  Dr. William de Kleine,  of  the 

ATerican Red Cross, pa in t s  the  p i c tu re  i n  a recent  account of the  group of e to rms  

that  ravaged p a r t s  of Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee on March 21 of t h i s  yea r ,  i n  

7hich 326 persons were ki l led  and 2,700 injured.  

"The he  says, "were tho most  mut i la t ing  I have ever  seen, I 

doubt t h a t  modern warfare could be more des t ruc t ive .  I n j u r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from torna- 

does a te  much more severe than i n  o ther  typee of d i s a s t e r .  Under the  t e r r i f i c  force  

Of  t h e  whi r l ing  winds, flying and tw i s t ing  s p l l n t e r s  and other  objects cause ghas t ly  

mounds, which are f u r t h e r  complicated by d i r t  and s p l i n t e r s  dr iven i n t o  t h e  t i s sues .  

I have f r equen t ly  heard nurse8 in h o s p i t a l s  say t h a t  they could not  g e t  the  p a t i e n t s  

c lean  f o r  s eve ra l  days; the d i r t  just had t o  weer o f f .  Oncj physician very a p t l y  de- 

scr ibed  the  condi t ion o f  t h e  wounded. !It seemed as though they had been chopped up 

with a n  axe and then dragged through a b r i a r  patch,! he said. 

and s p l i n t e r s  many of t h e  wounds become infected.  

Because of the d i r t  

They of ten  r e fuse  t o  heal,  and on 

c a z f u l  e x m i n a t i o n  severa l  weeks a f t e r  the storm large s p l i n t e r e  are found embeiided 

' n  thc  t i s s u e s .  Nearly every tornado disaster develope one o r  more cases  of t e tanus ,  

"1 ? , ? i t0  of the fact t h a t  a l l  the  in jurud  receive an inununieing dose of tetanus' a n t i -  
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