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JELLYFISH TH;4: 

More people than Hamlet have ascribed zuolcgical ehapes t o  the clouds. 

C e l e s t i a l  f locks o f  sheep are a Fight f a d l i a r  t o  everybody. Goats' h a i r  and maresf 

tails have warned all of u6 (not alvrays re l iab ly)  of windy weather. 

the mackerel's back i s  a c o m n  motif of sky decoration. 

The pat tern Of 

I n  f a c t ,  the animal kfng- 

dom is extensively repreeented in  heavenly scenery. 

Among the  r a r e r  cloud creatures  I s  the je l lyf i sh .  This is R roundish 

f leecy cloud, of the var ie ty  classed by science as alto-cumulus, from which dangle 

h a i r - l i k e  streamers, ca l led  i n  the new Internat ional  Cloud ClasBification IIvirga" 

( p l u r a l  of "virgurdl), !Che resemblance of such a dloud t o  a j e l l y f i s h  %s so striking 

tha t  one meteorologist Borne years ago urged t h a t  the cloud be named "Aurelia," a f t e r  

the zoological designation of  a well-known genus of these aquatic creatures.  

Such clouds doubtless owe t h e i r  shape t o  the f a c t  tha t  $he upper and lower 

Parts of the  cloud l i e  i n  air currents  having d i f fe ren t  speeds o r  directions.  Con- 

f l i c t i n g  winds adequately explain the combing away of the fleecy vapor, though some 

a u t h o r i t i e s  have doscribed the pendant str.samcrs as showers o r  snowstorms in  m i d a i r .  
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