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WEATHER FACTS 

&e f a s t e s t  Bhower ever measured occurred at Opidls Camp, i n  the mountains 

of California,  on April  5 ,  1926. Of two self-recording rain-gauges, standing side 

by side at t h i s  p lacs ,om registered 1.03 inches and the other 0.92 inches in one 

minute. A ra infa l l  of an inch. in  one hour i e  considered a heavy shower! 
\ 

l lze drops of water of which clouds a i d  fog are composed are  so small that 

millione of them must be combined t o  form ail ordinary raindrop. 

Smudge f i r e s  were used t o  protect gardens from f r o s t  by the ancient 

Romans; a l s o  by the Foruvian Inctlttns in pre-Columbian times. 

The cos t l i e s t  stroke of lightning on record wRa the one that s ta r ted  a 

series of explosions at the United States Naval &munition Depot, Lake Denmark, N.J . ,  

July 10, 1926. The damage, which extended t o  many surrounding towns and vi l lages ,  

vas estimated at $93,000,000 and 31 , l ives  aere l o s t .  

The lltempestuoua wind cal led E\lroclydon,lt mentioned i n  the Acts of the 

Apostles as the cause of St .  Paul's shipwreck on the ieland of Ualta, is n o r  known 

as the llgregale,vl and ia s t i l l  dreaded by Mediterranean sailors. In  Aqus t ,  1910, a 

3rit ish f r iga t e  vas driven on the rock8 by one of  these storms a t  the same spot where 

the  wreck mentioned i n  the Bible. i s  supporJe4 t o  have occurred. 

llne popular idea that  the aun is t tdrming mterll when diverging beams e%- 

tend downward from it tovard the horizon is erroneoue. The beams are the solar ra)s  

made vis ib le  by dust or watery haze, and  the intervming shadows are those Of' ClOUdS* 
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