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Authority on Meteorology. 

THE "BIG WINZ)" 

The most fur ious tempest t o  v i s i t  the Br i t i sh  ISleE during the nineteenth 

century w a s  probably tha t  of January 6-7, 1839. 

property in  Zn&land and I re land,  there  were many disastrous shipwrecks on the Br i t i sh  

I t  caused great  destruction of 

coasts ,  and many l i ves  were l o s t  by land and sea. ! h e  strength of the winds may be 

judged from the f a c t  tha t  at places s ix ty  miles from the nearest coast vegetation 

W ~ E  encrusted with salt  from ocean spray. 

!Chis etorm had a curious sequel. I t  was a recent and memorable event at 

the time Irish emigration t o  Aruerica was at i t s  height following the famine of 

1845-46 i n  the  old country, and its  memory ?as been p r e c e r v e d  among the descendants 

o f  t he  immfgrants, Under the name of Ilthc B i g  Wind in  Trelandl' the ktorm i s  s t i l l  a 

wbjec t  o f  frequent allursion on t h i s  side o f  the At lan t ic ,  though i t  is rarely heard 

of on the other. 

of  the United States  and Canada, and the o f f i c i a l  weather sertaes of both countries 

ParagraphF about it crop up from time t o  time in  the newspapers 

receive a good many inquir ies  about it. 
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