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PROUGHT 

me term lldrought," l ike  many others i n  the meteorological vocabulary, 

~0.11s f o r  a mul t ip l ic i ty  of def ini t ions,  Several are found. in reference books, but 

each, as a r u l o ,  i s  l imited i n  i t s  appl icat ions,  geographically o r  otherwise. The 

condition described under this name has been thought of m o s t  commonly in  re la t ion  t o  

i t s  e f f ec t s  on agricul ture  and grazing, but drought plays a var ie ty  of  roles i n  the 

affairs of mankind. I t  h a s , i t s  engineering e f f ec t s ,  as when it  leads t o  the shut- 

down of hydroelectric plants  and hampers the operation of municipal water supplies. 

It mny af fec t  industr ies  of various kinds through preventing o r  r e s t r i c t ing  the mrk 

of factories.  I t  may came the suspension of navigation on inland streams. I t  may 

se,riously impair public heal th  In aays other than through i ts  effects on food supply. 

From an agr icu l tura l  point of  viea  R d.rought impliear somothing more than 

It is a coniM.natlon of canSiticrns tha t  have a parching Q mere deficiency of .rain. 

effect  on vegetation, and its fac tors  may include, besides the absence o r  SCa t I t i zU388  

Of rain, low humidity, windy weather, high temperature and deficient  soil vater. 

Attempts have been mde t o  Introduce numerical scales of drought intensi ty ,  

but none has come i n t o  general use. 

eo much so t h a t ,  ncccrding t o  some au tho r i t i e s ,  the in tens i ty  o f  8 drought increases 

Duration is most important in  t h i s  connection; 

PB the  sauare of i t s  duration. 

ter ion by vhich the r e l a t ive  in t ens i t i e s  of several droughts can be detemined. 

There is ,  however, no posit ive metecralogical c r i -  
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