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--- "JXE FORMS 07! L.IGHTNING 

B e  "heat lightningi1 that  plays along the horizon on sunnier evenings i s  

merely the ref lect ion of thunderstorms t o o  f a r  dis tant  t o  be audible. Whether 

s i l en t  glow-like discharges of lightning actual ly  occur in the sky i n  some cases, 

or  whether, on the contnary, a l l  apparent "sheet lightningtt is the ref lect ion of  

ordinary l inear  o r  t lstreaktl  lightning is an unsett led question. 

"Beaded lightning" and "rocket lightningtt are both so ra re  that  whenever 

e i the r  of them i e  observed it  is  generally reported at length i n  the sc ien t i f ic  

journals. The former resembles a s t r ing  of glowing beads, while the l a t t e r  i s  a 

form of etreak l ightning that  shoot$ up i n t o  the air about the apparent speed of a 

skyrocket 

One of the most epcctacular forms of lightning (if it can be so called) 

occurs i n  the Andes and has occasionally been reported fran other mountainous 

regions. 

t o  more o r  l e s s  continuous diffuse discharge6 between themselves and the clouds. 

A t  times the mountains seem t o  ac t  as gigantic lightning rods, giving r i s e  

A 

few years ago American meteorologists thought they had found an example of t h i s  -. 

st r iking phenmenon in North Carolina, but the  once mysterious ItBrown Mountain 

l ightet t  of that  s t a t e  have been proved to  be merely the beams of a dis tant  locomo- 

t ive  and automobile headlights,  o r  due t o  other human agencies. 

"Ball lightning" is a fact ,  but i t s  rea l  nature i e  s t i l l  a mystery. . 
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