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A recent press dispatch from London t e l l i n g  of the plans of a Br i t i sh  ex- 

pedition t o  make observations of the aurora boreal is  at Fort Rae, on Great Slave 

Lake, Canada, f a i l e d  t o  indicate that  t h i s  is not t o  be an isolated undertaking, but 

i f 3  merely par t  of a comprehensive program of eimilar investigations to  be car r ied  

Out at many places during the  International Polar Year, which begins next month. 

The Polar Year project is a jo in t  enterpr ise  on the par t  o f  meteorologiste 

and q n e t i c i a n s .  The aurora is a meteorological phenomenon, since it is ,  like 

l ightning,  a manifestation of atmospheric e l e c t r i c i t y ,  but i t  also bears intimate re- 

l a t ions  t o  the phenomena of terrostrial and cosmical magnetism, Thus two branches 

Of science are equally concerned i n  eolving i t s  problems. 

Becauge of i t e  height a b r i l l i a n t  auroral  display can be seen a t  a great  

dietance. One v i s i b l e ,  f o r  example, over the northern horizon in  the northern 

United States  o r  southern Canada may actual ly  be located more than a thousand miles 

t o  the northward. 

During the Polar Year a dozen o r  more s ta t ions equipped with camerae 

especially designed f o r  Wing photographic measurements of the height and dietance 

o f  aurora1 features  w i l l  be 5a operation in  the circumpolar rcglons of the northern 

hemisphere, including, i n  America, besides the one at Fort  Rae, a r ta t ion  established 
Some time a ~ o  near Fairbanks, Alaaka, and probably a few elsewhere i n  Alaska an8 
Canada. 
served, though not photographically measured, 
l i gh t  and bright moonlight may in te r fe re ,  i t  w i l l  be possible, fo r  the f i r s t  time i n  
the h i s to ry  of science,  t o  map the  en t i r e  extent of auroral  displays too large t o  be 
v i s ib l e  in  their en t i r e ty  i n  any one local i ty .  

(A11 r igh t s  reserved by Science service,  Inc.) 

At  many other su i tab ly  located stations a l l  auroral displays w i l l  be ob- 
Thus, except i n  eo far a8 clmds, day- 
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