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TROPICAL TREES AX3 HURRICANES. 

Wri t ing under the above t i t l e  i n  a bo tan ica l  j ou rna l ,  Fred R. Clark sug- 

g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  reason why trees in t r o p i c a l  coun t r i e s  a r e  s o  ex tens ive ly  damaged 

whenever a hurr icane  comes along is  t h a t  a l a r g e  proport ion o f  them a r e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  

weak as compared with the  trees of temperate l a t i t u d e s .  

IlA large number," h e  says ,  "have long branches extending out at a w h a r d  

angles  from the trunk and t i pped  with g r e a t  c l u s t e r s  of leaves.  Tkiese long branches,  

h e a v i l y  weighted at the  ends with l eaves ,  are e a s i l y  broken o f f  by v io l en t  wind and 

rain. Nioreover, many of t h e  so-cal led trees are i n  r e a l i t y  nothing but huge her-  

baceous p l a n t s ,  and the f i r e t  good wind b l o m  them d o w .  

" I n  general i t  seems that t r e e s  of temperate zones are mch be t te r  adapted 

s t r u c t u r a l l y  t o  wi ths tand  r igorous  condi t ions.  Illl+.nter b r ings  heavy snowfall, ice 

storms and high  v lnds ,  and the  t r e e s  must be  ab le  t o  a tand these  condi t ions  or  be 

el iminated.  For t h i e  reason those t h a t  survivir are undoubtedly more robust  than 

t h e i r  t r o p i c a l  r e l a t i v e s ,  which grow where such condi t ions  are r a r e  o r  never en- 

c oun t e red. 
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