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One of the worst  prophecies ever made Sy P, 1mn of science ~3.s uttorod by 

Arago, director  o f  the Observatory of Faris,  i n  l&5. Like many other eminent 

astronomers before and since, this authority was nuch confounded i n  the public mind 

with astrologers,  among whose foolish occu3ations from time immemorial had been the 

prediction of leather.  Unscrupulous publishers had no t  hesi ta ted t o  at tach h i s  

name t o  p ropos t ica t ions  fo r  which lie vas i n  no wajr responsible. 

I r r i t a t e d  at being thus misrepresented, Axago published. i n  the  ann nu air el^ 

o f  t'ne Bureau o f  Longitudes a meqoir i n  which, t o  from tho t i t l e ,  he intended 

merely t o  prove that  the science o f  meteorology, as then constituted, vas unequal to  

the task of making successful mather  przdictions. Appamntly h i s  fezlings razz away 

r i t h  him and i n  the course of the memoir he made the following dogmatic statement: 

f ~ l ~ R ,  no matter vhat q be the progress o f  science, mill honest scienti-  

f i c  men mho have a regard f o r  t he i r  reputations venture t o  predict  tho ~7i3ather.~~ 

The mord llneverlf (ll.ja,maist') vas printed i n  capi ta l  l e t t e r s .  Just ten years 

a f t e r  Arago ut tered his %noverfl 'his succes8or in the d.ircctorship o f  the P n r i s  Ob- 

servntory, Levcrrier, founded the European sS7ntt.n o f  t<legra,yhic vcntlier reports 

thn t  mado sc i sn t i f i c  wanther fo recgs t ing  possibl-e, a d  vi th in  the next fen decdes  

nearly a l l  c iv i l ized  countries i n  the temperate zones established o f f i c in l  scrvicos 

f o r  pre$.icting the venthcr everjr d.ziy! 
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