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History repeated i t s e l f  the other day mhen a sudden squall on the Bal t ic  

Sea capsized the Gti=.man t r a i n h g  barque "iJiobo," while navigating under c a v a e ,  en- 

t a i l i n g  a deplorable loss of l i f e .  3:vidsntly most of the  victims, including a large 

number of  cadets ,  were bel.un-deck at the t h e  of the d i s a s t e r  and had no warning Of 

danger . 
On Sunday rzfternoon, March 24, 1878, the small British frigate " k y d i c e , "  

employed as a train3.ng sh ip  f o r  soamcn o f  tho Naval Beservo, mas Iromamk& bmind' from 

the West Indies with nearly 350 m n  on board. Sho vas off Vontnor, i n  the Is10 of 

Wight, running v i t h  all sails s e t  before a modorate westerly mind, when, n h o s t  

without warning, sho was struck by a fur ious squall. Bcforc sail could bo shortonod 

sho heeled over ar,d sank wi th  a11 hands, except two semen who wero picked up by a 

passing vosSol. 

few minutes, and subsaquont h v o s t i g a t i o n  showed t h R t  i t  was a narrow s t r i p  of 

The squall, rhich was accomganicd by bl i i ld ing  snow, lastod only a 

s t o r q  weather about 400 ai lcs  long m d  only  two or threo milos i n  breadth, which 

advanced, broadside on, ovcr the B r i t i s h  fs1e8. 

This storm, famous as the 1t?3urydice" Squkl l ,  Wns an oxamplo of  what have 

since been ca l led  ' ' l ine squalls," and i t a  oocurronCe &ad t o  the  f i r a t  sc iont i f ic  

s tudies  of such disturbancos. 
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