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-- 8HAT IS CL1&4!3? --I 

The word "climate" is one t o  vhich various meanings have been assigned i n  

the past ,  and i t  is even nom quite indefini te  in  i t s  applications. 

l y  ltslope.ll 

It  means l i t e r a l -  

The climates o f  .the ancient Greek geographers were mcrely zones of 

l a t i tude ,  corresponding t o  successive increases of half  an hour in the longth of the 

longest day, beginning at the equator, vhers the day I s  never locger than twelve 

hours. The fact tha t  these zones diffored i n  t hc i r  atmospheric conditions was 

recognized, but both ancient and modern conceptions of climate have, u n t i l  quite 

recently,  been broad enough t o  include many things besidee the s t a t a  of t h s  atmos- 

pherc. Old-fashioned medical works, fo r  example, i n  describing the climato of a 

place, usually give information concerning the Boil ,  tho mater and the prevalent 

d i  soase 8.  

Bomadays sc i sn t i f i c  writers meal by the climate of a region i ts  prevalent 

o r  charac tmis t ic  weat2icT, as known through several years'  oxperionco, with or  with- 

out tho a id  of regula- mtosrological  observations. 

t o t a l i t y  of neathor rnthor than avertago ncathcr. 

temperatums tha t  tiavo ever occwrod at a placo aro proporly included Rmong the 

data o f  i t s  climato. 

The word applies t o  the 

Thus tho highest and 1mCSt 

I t  ap$ios also, ae a rule ,  only t o  those elemntP of noa the r  

that  affect  animal and vcgetablc l i f o .  
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