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HKI 14 P4LL 

One of the principal w a y s  i n  which r a in fa l l  a f fec ts  our pocketbocks i s  

through i ts  control of the crops, Moisture i s ,  of  course, essent ia l  t o  the existence 

o f  every plant ,  and oxe of the recent discoveries of science is that, f o r  each kind 

of crop, there i s  a par t icuiar  period i n  i t s  developent when it i s  especially 

responsive to  the supply of this element, A famous example Is furnished by IffdiaIl 

corn, o r  maize: 

ence between 4 1/2 and 5 1/2 inches) in  tho r a i n f a l l  durihg July over the American 

Thus it ,  is stated that a difference of one inch (vPz., the differ-  

IIcorn bel t"  means a difference of more than $400,000,000 in  the value of  the crop, 

at average prices. 

Rain af fec ts  crops in another w a y  beside6 supplying them with moisture. 

The atmosphere always contains nitrogenme substances that are  valuable as fartil6 

i z o r s ,  and tho rain washes them down in considerablo quantities. The r a in  of tropi- 

ca l  countries i s  especialRy r i ch  i n  these substances. According t o  a French authori- 

t y ,  M, Capus, the Tonkin dolta i n  Indo-China, with i t s  vaat rice plantations, re- 

ceives annually an amowt of t'nesc atmospheric f e r t i l i z e r s  that would be worth, at 

market pr ices ,  nearly 100,000,000 francs. 
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