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Fine dust f r o m  the grea t  eruption of  Krakatoa, in August, 1883, which 

spread over a large par t  of  the globe, pYob&i.y at heights of between t h i r t y  and 

for ty  miles, and which did not completely s e t t l e  down t o  the ear th  for  more than two 

Years, was the cause o f  magnificent sunrise and sunset glows, as well as other uni 

U s u a l  optical  phenomena. S i m i l a r  though l e s s  striking ef fec ts  have been observed 

a f t e r  several other explosive volcanic eruptions i n  which dust was spouted up t o  

great heights,  and they weze therefore oxpoctod a f t e r  the outbreaks o f  volcanoos in  

the Andes last April ,  which caused vast dus t fa l l s  in  South America. 

This expectation was real ized at  various places in the southern hemisphere. 

Beautiful sunset afterglows and other conspicuous opt ical  manifestations at t r ibutable  

t o  dust began i n  New Zealand and i n  South Africa ear ly  i n  May. A l e t t e r  from 

Johannesburg dated May 3, quoted i n  the  English journal Nature, s a p :  

"We are  having very wonderful sunrise8 and mnwts, as a r e su l t  of the 

volcanic dust from South America. Tho sky glows red l o n g  a f t e r  the  sun is vis ib le ,  

while there a re  no clouds at a l l  t o  catch the l i g h t ,  as far aBt one can see. I t  i s  

Pleasant change t o  have prolongod l ight in  this  l a t i t ude  where darkness f a l l s  SO 

quickly . 'I 
A l o t t e r  of May 4 f r o m  Gemiston, Transva.al, says: "At  sunset  the co lo r s  

are magnificent, but i t  is about an hour lator &en they are  best ,  Norma'LlY at that 
time it i s  pi tch dark, but now the western sky i s  l i t  a flamjng red l ight $0 tho 
zenith,  as though there wore a huge volcano belching aut  volumes of f ie ry  smoke, The 
red l i gh t  i s  so  powerful that everything catches a r e f lmtod  t i n t ,  yet you chln See 
the s t a r s  shining through, evon t o  the wost.  What clouds there arc ,  are etched i n  
flame, and, toward the zenith,  tho rod shades through purple t o  the ink bluo of 
n k h t .  
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