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Why are weather predic$%ons gonerally called tlforecasts"? Here i e  the 

r ea~on t  

The i n i t i a to r  o f  racientific weather predictions in Great Bri ta in  wag 

Admiral Robert FitzRoy, and the first public announcements of t h i s  sort were i smed 

in 1861 from the Meteorological Department d the Board of Trade, which was under 

his direction. Weather progaosticatfons, except of  a purely local  character, had 

previouely been almost the exclusive product of quac;ks and charlatane. To embark 

a dignified govenunent establishment upon tho bueiness of issuing them seemed t o  

many educated people about on a par with adding the casting of horoscopes t o  the 

tasks of the Astronomer Royal. 

mere i s  much vir tue i n  a name, Some years ago the United States Bureau 

of Fisheries Overcame popular prejudice t o  dogfish as an item of d ie t  by changing 

i ts  name t o  llgrayf'ish.tJ 

weather predictions seriously by ca l l ing  them tlforecasts." 

Similarly, FitzRoy induced the B r i t i s h  public to take h i s  

The word was not new, 

but i t  did not have the objectionable connotations of the words 'tprophecglt and 

"prognostication, 11 

B e  dictionaries,  by the wey,  t e l l  us t o  accent "forecast" on the second 

Wllable when the word is used as a verb, but thfe injunction i s  not midoly obeyed 

by meteorologists on e i the r  side of the Atlantic, 
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