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A ''dry fog1' consists of tsmdke o r  dust rather than water and in i t s  l ighter  

forms i e  generally described as llhaze,ll 

hietory i s  the one that  prevailed in  both Europe and North America during the summer 

The moat remarkable dry fog recorded i n  

of 1783. 

"Natural H i s t o r y  of Selborne," where we road$ . 

One of the many contemporary descriptions of it is  found i n  Gilbert White's 

"The surmer o f  1783 waB an amazing and portentous one and full  of horrible 

Phenomena, for ,  besides the alarming meteor8 and tremendous thundorstorms that af- 

frightened and distressed the different caunties of t h i s  kingdom, the peculiar haze, 

0% smoks; fog, that prevailed f o r  many weeks i n  t h i s  i8landJ in  every part of Europe, 

and even beyond i ts  l i m i t a ,  was a most extraordinary appearance, Unlike anything 

and 

known with the memory of  man. sun, at noon, looked as blank &e a clouded moon 

and shed a rust-colored ferruginous l ight  on the ground and f looP8 of i00ms.~'  

One of Benjanin Pmnklinfs sciant i f ic  disquisitions relates  t o  the same 

event. He says2 "Dwng several of the summr months of the year 1783, when the 

effects of the 8121'8 rays t o  heat the earth i n  theee northern region6 Shod.& have 

been greatest ,  there existed a constant fog a l l  over Europe 2tnd a groat Part of 

North America. ?This fog was of a pemanent nature; i t  was dry, and the rays of 

the sun aeensd t o  have l i t t l e  effect  toward dissipating i t ,  as. they easily do a 

mist  fog arising f r o m  water." Fraziklin correctly surmised that the fog of 1783 

coneisted o f  dust fron the great volcanic eruption8 o f  that  year, and noteorologists 

today know of a n y  other casea i n  which the atuoephere has been ob8cured, tho- t o  

B lese  striEcing degree, by widespread and pereititent V e U s  of volcanic &let. 
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