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Authority on Meteorology. 

- BIG HAILSTONES 

Two o r  more pieces of i ce ,  uel t ing a t  the surface, placed in  contact with 

ono mother,  soon freeze in to  a single ~ 5 8 8 s ~  even in  o war= atnosphere, 

is  ca l led  ltregelation.tt 

&e process 

Bailstones lying closely packed together on the ground may 

thus farm lumps of almost any size. 

sheer imagination i s  responsible fo r  the t a l e  of a hailstone as b i g  as an elephant, 

I t  i s  an open question whether regelation o r  

said t o  have been faund in southern India i n  the days of Tippoo Sahib. Then them 

is the block of ice  20 fee t  in  i t s  largest  diemeter alleged t o  have fa l len  at 

Dhanvar, India,  i n  1838, and the piece 'la8 big as a millstondl that  Father Huc, the 

Brench missionary, reported t o  have f a l l e n  near h i s  house i n  Mongolia about the 

same period. 

Unfortunately, 99 psr cent. o f  all the existing records of exceptionally 

big hailatones a re  v i t i a t ed  by some degree of uncertainty as t o  whothor the reported 

masees of ice f e l l  as such o r  wero formed by coaleecence a f t e r  falling. This state- 

ment applies t o  contemporary reports as well aa t o  those of long ago. 

Years %heme have been several account8 published in  newspapers and elsewhere of hail- 

In recent 

stones weighing 10 pounds or mor@, but meteorologists a re  skept ical  about all of 

them. The actual lirnit pf gonsible weight is uncertain, but probably does not 

exceed 5 pounds. 
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