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Nowadays whon the woathor of any part of the world appoars t o  be ha:'ily tiut 

of jo int ,mteorologis ts  aPo l ike ly  t o  look f o r  an oxplanation t o  the ''centers of 

actionolr It is a remrkablo fact tha t ,  although these interesting regulators : I?  

weather have been known to  science f o r  noarly half a century, thoy have nevtjr m -  

quirod popular renown. Their inportance i n  the e c o n q  of the atuospherc was first 

recognized by a French uetoorologist, L. Teisssronce do B o r t ,  who was trying t o  f i n d  

out wHy the wfntor of 1879-80 in central  &trope was one of the mst eovere ovoi 

lrnoffm. He drew charts  of the distribution of atnospheric pressure, mhich showed that; 

the high-pressure area that nornally lies near the Azores i n  winter was shifted t o  

the eastward and lacy over Ibnce .  In conseqmnce of Its dislocation the mild south- 

westerly mind8 that generally blow fron the Atliultic and give mch of  Europe a c i l d  

Winter climate were replaced by cold winds of continental prigin. 

%e ['Azores high" is one of the centers of action, 'the llAleut.ian low11 Qnd 

the "Iceland lowtt a re  others, and there are half a b e e n  more. They are  persistant 

systems of high or low atmospheric pressure, which, instead of traveling rapidly 

over the globe after the manner of ordinary cyclones and anticyclones, shift b-qt 

s l igh t ly  and slowly f r o m  cer ta in  locations. Some of them exist  throughout the year, 

others only fo r  a season, and they a l l  undergo changes in s ize  and ?Intensity, with 

a tendency t o  offset  one anotherla Ups and downs by a eort of "8eesaW" process. 

Anomalies i n  tho weather of region8 far may from the centers themselvee can often 

be traced t o  their variations. 
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