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SLOW-MOVING B&-&I QHTNING 

Reports of bal l  lightning in  which the luminous ba l l  is said t o  have 

travelled swiftly through the air and t o  have remained visible only for m instant 

are more eas i ly  explained as casos of optical illusion than those i n  which the b a l l  

is alleged t o  have moved slowly and t o  have been men for a considerable time. Here 

i s  an observation of the l a t t e r  kind reportod t o  Dr .  W.J. Humphreys, of tho U. S, 

Weather Bureau, by a medical man, Dr .  W. E. B. Hall. In the summar of 1927 Dr. H a l l  

was living at Lfndsay, Ontario, where, with h i s  mother and s fs ta r ,  ho occupiod a 

Bocond-story apartmont acrow the s t reot  from a large autmobilo body factory. A 

modorate electrical storm Was nearly OV*r. 

" M y  mother and s i s te r , "  he m r i t o s ,  "who wero watching the storm from tho 

window, saw 8 large round b a l l  of marked bri l l iance,  whitish-blua i n  co lor  and over 

two f o o t  in d iwo te r ,  sntor the second floor of the factory through m open window. 

Workmen in  the factory said that  i t  pwrsued a leisurely cowso thraugh tho  factory, 

apparently without sound, did not vary from a Straight CoUrSo, badly singed 0x10 

m h i l a n c e  body that it touchod but did not set  ilb on firo.  Nobody was hurt. After 
traveling about 50 yards it suddonly shifted and sailod slowly out of andther opon 
mindom, on straight ac roes  tho s t roe t ,  and i n t o  the window of our apartment through 
which mother and s i s t e r  had boen watching, 

"Both of thom f led ,  my mothor hiding under a tablo and q y  s i s t e r  rotroat- 
ing through nn adjoining door. 

Suddenly she f o l l  In a fa in t  and the b a l l  glidod on ovor her hoad without harming 
her. 
conscious whon we found her nor was there any dampgo found. The ba l l  i t s c l f  die- 
appeared antiroly a f to r  traveling at l eas t  25 yards in uur home. 
and i n  our apartment i t  maintained a hoight of about 4 t o  5 feet  above tho floor. 
Tho whole thing mas a te r r ib le  shock t o  my s i e t s r ,  whoso dream0 for many a week were 
hauntod with vision8 of t h i s  bal l  of l ight  that had sewed t o  chme her.'' 
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Without a sound this br i l l i an t  ba l l ,  which apparent- 
Wa-had lost none of its bulk, glided after q y  s i s t e r ,  who fled from room t o  foom. 

A t  l ea s t ,  that  i s  what wo mpposod t o  havo happonod, for sho mas quite un- 
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