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Authority on Meteorology.

THE MAW WHO NAMFD THE CLOUDS

A biographical sketch conspicuous by its absencs from the Encyclopaedia
Britannica is that of Luke Howard, the Englishman whose invention of the first gen-
erally accepted system of cloud nomenciature mede him famous throuchout the scien-
tific world.

Howard came of a family of Quakers and was born at London in 1772. After
attending a country school he was apprenticed to an apothecary at Stockport, and he
subsequently went into business as a manufacturing chemist. His interest in meteor-
ology began when he was a boy and was first stimulated by the atmospheric peculiari-
ties of the year 1783, famous especially for its 16ng—continued "ary fog." His
epoch-megking paper, "On the Modifications of Clouds," was read before the emall and
obscure Akesian Society during the winter of 1802-03. It was first published in
Tillochis Fhilosophical Magazine in 1803. In this paper he classified all cloud
forms under a few simple types, for which he introduced the nsmes cirrus, cumilus,
stratus, etc. The International Cloud Nomenclature now in universal use is an en-
largement and adaptation of Howard's.

In later years Hoﬁaid had an interesting correspondence with Goethe on the
subject of his cloud classification, which appears in Goethe's collected works, to-
gether with a poeﬁ written by Goethe in Howard's honor and littlo poems describing
each of Howard's cloud types,

(411 rights reserved by Scionce Servico, Inc.)

By ]

SCIENCE SERVICE
2lst and Constitution Ave.
Washington, D.C,



