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RIDING T"DEZIST02lJ 

The turbulence and t e r r i f i c  uprush o f  air  at the front  of a thunderstorm 

a r e  n o t o r i a s l y  dangerous t o  aviators-much more so than the l ightning attending 

such storms-and the leading American textbook on meteorology merely expresses tho 

 ons sene us of authori ta t ive opinion i n  the statement that "all thunderstorms must L'e 

avoided by a i r c r a f t  of every type." 

B u t  the world moves swiftly. The statement &st quoted WHS written beforo 

the recent development of llthunderetorm soaring" i n  Germany, whore 'hho mon who pi!.ut 

motorless a i r c r a f t  now habitually take advantage of thundorstorm updrafts t o  gain 

al t i tude.  

"Formerly when there was a sign of thunder over the Wasserkuppe the airmon brought 

A German wri ter*on soaring as practiced in the Rhh Mountains, snys: 

t he i r  machines down 86 quickly as poasiblo. Those times aSe now passed. After 192S, 

when Max Kegel, quite accidentally,  manwed to  f l y  during a thunderstorm, Nehring, 

Kronfeld and Grocnhoff often flew in storms deliberately,  t o  eetablirjh records anC 

since thon t o  g l ide  a thunderstorm has bocam0 quite faahinnable, Diroctly a 

storm is imminent everyone rushas t o  h i s  plane and awaits the right momont t o  start, 

P i l o t s  in t he i r  l i g h t  glider6 s l i p  i n  f r o n t  of the thundorclouds and are carr ied 

far thor  and f w t h e r ,  t o  distance8 of 100, 200 and nearly 300 kilomotsrs. The c ra f t  

Boars t o  1,000 o r  2,000 moters ett PI terr i fying sped .  W i t h  t e r r i f i c  violence the 

s l igh t  g l ide r  is thrown up and down and the p i lo t  ie hurled about i n  h i s  l i t t l e  

'mooden box' u n t i l  he nearly fall8 out of h i e  ewt ."  

Robert Kronfeld, a loading cxponont of thin novel Eport, has a t ta ined a 

height o f  8,000 foot i n  a thunderetom. 
(All rights rcsorvod by Science Sorvico, Inc.') 
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