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RECORDS OF WEATIfER 

The observing and record ing  of weather has been descr ibed as " the  biggest 

s c i e n t i f i c  job." It is performed at the present  time by a n  a m y  of mors than  

35,000 men and women, and the ObSerVatiOnS at any one p lace  are taken once, twice 

o r  o f t e n e r  every day. 

Where weather records  have been kept cont inuously f o r  more than a century.  

There a r e  many places i n  Europe and a few i n  North America 

In 

recent; times the number of i nd iv idua l  observat ions has amounted t o  upwards of ten 

m i l l i o n  a ykar, and the t o t a l  number taken s ince  sys temat ic  weather observing began 

rune far up i n t o  the hundreds of mi l l ions .  

Tht; r e s u l t s  of these  m i l l i o n s  of observa t ions  have been publ ished only 

i n  a fragmentary way, It  is  the genera l  r u l e  that t h e  d e t a i l s  of the observat ions 

taken from dey t o  day a r e  preserved only i n  aanusc r fp t ,  though i n  a ma jo r i ty  of 

Cases brief abstracts o r  d i g e s t s  o f  them eventua l ly  appear  i n  p r in t .  

few cases the d a t a  o f  observa t ionsare  publ ished It in extenso." 

I n  r e l a t i v e l y  

Never tae less ,  the 

Pabl ished r 6 S U l t 6  of meteorological  observa t ions  throughout t he  world f i l l  thou- 

sands of d i f f e r e n t  books. Rzxe indeed f s  the  l i b r a r y  that possesses  more than a 

Small f r a c t i o n  o f  them. 

Some o f  these  books are o f  formidable s i z e .  One of the s t a r t l i n g  eight6 

t o  be seen i n  a big meteorological  l i b r a r y  i a  a f i l e  of volumes conta in ing  the 

results of daily rainfall measurements i n  B r i t i e h  India .  Each volume, presenting: 

the f i g u r e s  f o r  a s ingle  yea r ,  i s  as large as a n  unabridged d i c t iona ry  and weighs 

about twelve pounds 1 

(All r i g h t s  reserved  by Science SePvice,Ina.)  -------_-- 
SC IENCE SZRVICE , 

21st and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave., 
Rashingt on, D. C. 


