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ABNOriMAL 'Jlt.&.L&3J 

With the a i d  of dai ly  weather observations made at thousands. of places 

through long periods of years meteorologists have compiled climatic "normalsJt for 

nearly a l l  the inhabited portions of  the globe. These figures, which represent aver-, 

We conditions, serve a variety of purposes, both sc ien t i f ic  and pract ical ,  but they 

are often u t te r ly  misleading a8 ineications of what w i l l  happen at; a particular time 

and place. It i a  (it paradoxfcal fact that  normal weather i s  exceptional, For example 

--the average temperature-the so-called llnormalll--for the, month of JmwXy at  

Chicago, a s  deduced f rom records covering a p r i o d  of 83 years, i s  24 degrees; yet 

during the 83 years in question there were only two in which Chicago actually had a 

man temperature of 24 in  JarmWy. What is  true of temperature, a t  Chicago and else- 

where, is true of the other weather elements, such as r a in fa l l ,  wind force, and BO 

On. Nature laughs at ttnormalsfl in distributing weather. 

I once received a Latter from a I;sc&&?ine edi tor  asking for an a r t i c l e  about 

" the upusual weather we have been having lately.'' I looked up the records and found 

t h a t  the weather had indoad been u~isuctl ,  but n o t  the W a Y  he mPPosed. He had 

hmped t o  oonclueions from a few sgoradlc weather happenings and was disconcerted 

when I reported that over the cwant:ry i n  general the weather had beon running far 

close- t o  normal vzlues than it x:,~.ic'j.:~; d;:,=s, 

was a rea l  Ifstory" in this  excopt~.onel. s t a t e  of &fairs, but ha had set, h i s  heart 

on something different ,  and the ai-ticle mag t p r e r  written, 

;f had been abnormally normal! Thore 
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