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VOLCANIC DUST FFFECTS

Observers in various parts of the world continue to report atmospheric mani-
festations attridbutable to the dust spread aloft by the volcanic outbreék of last
April in the Andes. Supplementing a recent "Why the Weather?" note concerning the
gky glows seen in South Africa end New Zealend in the weeks following the eruptiom,
here is a statement, dated July 14, from his majeaty’sv astronomer at the Cape of Gooﬁ
Hope, H. Spencer Jones:

"Mhe first sunset glow due to volcanic dust from the Andeen eruption was
seen in Cape Town on April 2l. The glow, which was of remarkaeble intenslty, started
about fiftesn minutes aftor sunset and lasted fully an hour, the color being a deep
fiery red. There were meny inquiries that evening at the 'Cape Times! office and at
the Central Fire Station whether a large fire was raging in the suburbs. There were
also numerous telephonic inquiries at the Royal Observatory as to the cause of the
Phenomenon., I therefore gave a statement to the 'Cape Times'! attributing the phenome-—(
nn to volcanic dust from the ndean eruption, and snticipating that it would be fol-
lowed by sunrise and sunset glows for several weeks. The glows have continued to be
Vislble in Cape Town up to the present time, eight weeks since the appsarance of the
Tirst glow, with varying but on the whole decrcasing intensity. The effects appear
to have been even more striking in the clear air of the high veldt than here. At
Mafeking, one month after the appearance of the first glow, a trustworthy observér
stated that the glow was of a fire-red color, stretching right across the sky, even

long after darkness.!

Prof. Carl Stoermer, the well-known autherity on the aurcra, reports the ob~
servation of "noctilucent clouds" in Norway on the nights of July 10-11 and July 24~

25 end his photographic measuromonts indicate heights comparable to those of auroral
displays (60 g@ 70 miles), He thinks these clouds consisted of dust from the Andean
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