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IPASURING DEWFALL 

In some parts of the world, especially i n  the tropics,  dew forms a sub- 

s t an t i a l  part of the total amount of atmosXheric moisturts received by plants. 

th is  reason, as well as on account of the general scient i f ic  in te res t  of the matter, 

For 

Umy attempts have been made t o  obtain accurate measuromenta of dewfa3,l. One dffff-  

CUlty in this connection i s  the f a c t  that the amount of dew depends on the nature of 

the body on which it  i s  deposited, Some substances cool  by nocturnal radiation mom 

rapidly than others, and thus condense more water out  of the atmosphere. 

Instruments for measuring den are  cal led “drosometers , ’ I  and severd. dif- 

ferent kinds have been constructed. One with which a French meteorologist, M, 

Raymond, has been making observations regul.arly f o r  a number of  years on the Ri’viera, 

consists of a l igh t  basket containing a layer of dry grass or mss. 

i t s  contents are  weighed ju s t  bePore sunset and placed out  of doors. 

Weighed 

sents the weight of the detv deposited. 

m r a t u ~  t o  h i s  de.vJ-gauge, and has thus obtained records of the ra te  of den doposit 

The basket and 

They a r e  

before sunrise, and the difference between the observed weights repre- 

M. Raymond has also attached registering a p  

through the night, Thus hi6 drosometer becomes a lldrosogragh.l’ 
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