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AN ATASKAN TIDAL WAVE

The erratic invasions of low shoros that arc generally known as "tidal
waves,! though they have no connection with true tides, are not common in high lati-
tudes; honce somo interest attaches to a case that occurred on the Bering Sea
coast of Alascks, near the mouthe of Kusdcokwim and Yukon Rivers, during the night of
December 7-8, 1931, the details of which have only recently been reported. The sud~
den rise of tho water along the shore, in some places to a height of 12 feet above
ordinary high tide, Was probably due to the waves produced by a storm that traveled
north from the Aleutian Islands to Bering Strait.

According to reports collected by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, many
houses were wrecked by the waves, kysks, boats, fuel and lumber were widely scattered,
and such objects, as well as blocks of sea ice, were carried far inland. At Apokek
ice was piled 15 feet high m the tundra, which ordinary high tide never réachee. In
the region near the north mouth of the Yukon the flood extended 7 miles inland and
here ten dogs of a mail team were drowned. No loss of human 1ives has been reported.

(A1l rights reserved by Scionce Service, Inc.)

2000 e 1ot et Wy e e

SCIENCE SERVICE
2lst and Constitution Ave.
Washington, D.C.



