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DEADLY HAILSTORMS

Some weeks ago a brief press dispateh, to which newspapers since received
from China add no particulars, told of a hailstorm in western Honan Province, which
is said to have battered down the houses in 400 villages, killed 200 people and in-
Jured thousands. If this story turns out to be somewhore near the truth tho hail-
storm 4n question will teke its place among the most mmrderous on record.

The killing of human beings by hall is astonishingly wncommon. Thore is
@ tale, which may be a gross oxaggeration, of e storm in Frence in April, 1360, in
which hail took the lives of 1,000 English soldiers and 6,000 horses; an event that
12 alleged to have terrified Xing Edward I1I, of England, into concluding peace with
the French.

On April 30, 1888, more than 250 natives of India perished in a hailstorm
in the Morsdabed district, about 100 miles cast of Delhi. Secme of the victims were
‘undoubtedly pounded to death by hailstones, but according to a well-known meteorolo-
8ist thon living in Ipdie meny or a majority may have dled of exposure efter being
knocked down and packed in ico.

On May 12, 1853, hail is sald to have killed 84 humen beings and 3,000
oXen in the Himmlayes. north of Peshawar.

On July 10, 1923, twonty-three persons are rocorded to have been killed by
Nail near Rostov~on-the-Don, Russia, and on July 16, 1930, hail is reported to have
killed 22 persons in the Siatista district of Macedonia.
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