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PAYS - OF 

Although the f i r s t  system of telegraphic reports for keeping watch of the 

movement of stoms was organized i n  France by the astronomer Leverrier, the pioneer 

irr the making of da i ly  weather forccasts  based on similar reports was Admiral  ."czr- 

BitzRoy, i n  &gland. PitzRoy had charge of the Meteorological Department of tho 

Board of Wade; a government sorvfce founded primarily f o r  the purpose of collecting 

meteorological s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  tho oceans, similar to  those previously coUected by 

Lioutonant bury i n  Amorica. 

Tho Britisjh service bogan issuing storm warnings in  1861. Within a few 

months the da i ly  prediction of ordinary wsathor changos was begun, thou& most 

sc ien t i f ic  authori t ios  of the timo mere strongly opposed t o  such an undertaking, 

which was thought t o  smack of  charlaltr&r9b1~. 

I t  i s  interest ing t o  compare FitzRoyls methods of forecasting with thoso 

nom in uso. No maps more drawn, Each morning reports were received by telegraph 

from 16  s ta t ions in tho Unitod KinGdom and from four  on the Continent. A l ist  of 

the observations m s  -do, and then by s i q l o  inspection of thoso returns forecasts 

vero mado f o r  the difforont parts of tho country. 

Those predictions were based on a s o t  o f  47 rules  that  had boon dram up 

f o r  intorproting the roadings of a bammbtur. 

but,  s a y s  Dr.  G.C. Siupson, the present director of the Bri t ish Meteorological 

%e rules were en t i r e ly  empirical, 

Office, "they a r e  wonderfully correct ,  and thore is hardly a single one f o r  which a 

aciont i f ic  reason cannot now be givon, thou& the reason was ontiroly unknom t o  
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